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Dear reader, BiOM

golden autumn has not only arrived in the Bavarian mountains, but also for
the Bavarian biotech start-up Tubulis, which is entering a golden age:
Tubulis is currently making headlines with a record-breaking European
financing round of EUR 308 million. This funding will allow the company to
expand the clinical development of its lead antibody-drug conjugate (ADC)
candidate into earlier lines of therapy and additional tumor indications.

Tubulis once started its journey at the BioM BioEntrepreneur Bootcamp - and
BioM is once again offering the hybrid, seven-week business training
program in Munich in 2026. The application phase starts on November 3,
and it's worth taking part!

)
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If you like, come and meet us and several Bavarian biotech companies at
BIO-Europe in Vienna from November 3-5. We look forward to seeing you at
our booth.

And now, enjoy reading more news and information about the Bavarian

biotech scene on the following pages. \ ‘
Your BioM team * i‘

Record financing of 308 million euros for m* Award winner Tubulis

The Munich Biotech-Startup Tubulis, m* Award
winner of 2017, has successfully closed a EUR 308
million (USD 361 million) Series C to accelerate the
clinical development of lead ADC Candidate TUB-
040 and further expand its pipeline. The financing
round represents the largest Series C for a
European biotechnology company and the largest
financing for a private ADC developer globally.

© Tubulis

Tubulis from Munich-Martinsried announced the
successful closing of a EUR 308 million (USD 361 million) Series C financing. The round was led

by Venrock Healthcare Capital Partners with participation from additional new investors Wellington
Management and Ascenta Capital. Existing investors who supported the Series C include Nextech Invest,
EQT Life Sciences, Frazier Life Sciences, Andera Partners, Deep Track Capital, Bayern Kapital, Fund+,
High-Tech Griinderfonds (HTGF), OCCIDENT, and Seventure Partners.

The proceeds from the Series C financing will be used to expand the clinical development of TUB-040,
Tubulis’ lead antibody-drug conjugate (ADC) candidate, into earlier lines of therapy and additional tumor
indications. TUB-040 targets NaPi2b, an antigen that is overexpressed in ovarian cancer and lung
adenocarcinomas. TUB-040 is currently being evaluated in a Phase I/lla study (NAPISTAR1-01,
NCT06303505) in patients with platinum-resistant ovarian cancer (PROC) as well as relapsed or refractory
non-small cell lung cancer and was granted Fast Track designation by the U.S. FDA in June 2024.

The capital will also advance Tubulis’ pipeline, including the clinical-stage ADC candidate TUB-030, several
preclinical programs, and expand its proprietary ADC platform technologies to bring ADCs into novel
applications. Read more
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Recent headlines BiOM

The Max Planck Society and the Free State of
Bavaria have signed a memorandum of
understanding to strengthen biomedical
research in Wiirzburg. The aim is to establish a
new Max Planck Institute focusing on
immunology, which will strengthen Northern
Bavaria as a research location in the long term.

© Axel Griesch

A memorandum of understanding (MoU) has laid the
foundation for the establishment of a new Max Planck Institute in the field of biomedicine. The planned
institute will focus in particular on topics such as immunology and RNA technologies.

Wiirzburg is making internationally visible research contributions, particularly in medicine, life sciences,
and applied physics. Successful collaborations already exist between the Max Planck Society
(MPG) and Julius-Maximilians-Universitat Wiirzburg (JMU).

With the signing of this agreement, the Free State of Bavaria and the Max Planck Society aim to expand
Wiirzburg as a location and thus create the conditions for establishing a Max Planck Institute there in
the medium term. To this end, the MPG is currently developing a scientific concept. This internal

Max Planck consultation process is focusing on future topics such as immunology.

Read more

Fraunhofer I1ZI and University of Wiirzburg report progress in cancer

therapy: CAR-T cells against solid tumors

A new generation of CAR-T cell therapy is offering o,
hope in the fight against cancer. It is intended to &£ ® \ = TR
target not only blood cancer, but also solid tumors \ E I - \
such as ovarian or breast cancer. 72 ‘
Fraunhofer researchers, in collaboration / ’
with Wiirzburg University Hospital, have also made ) j |
the complex manufacturing process for the 1 N AT
therapeutic agents more efficient. This could - Y s -~ T}
L -

\
~

© Fraunhofer IZ|

significantly increase the availability of the therapy. .

For several years now, cellular immunotherapy has
been one of the most effective treatments for cancer. The immune system's defense cells, known as
T cells, are genetically modified so that they recognize tumor cells and attack them in a targeted manner.

In CAR-T cell therapy (CAR = chimeric antigen receptor), the T cells are equipped with a receptor that is
programmed to recognize the specific surface molecules (antigens) of certain tumor cells. As soon as
they bind to the tumor antigens, they are activated and destroy the cancer cells.

The Fraunhofer Institute for Cell Therapy and Immunology IZI has made decisive advances in this
therapy in collaboration with the University Hospital of Wiirzburg. The new therapy variant should make it
possible to treat the much more common solid tumors such as ovarian, breast, and adrenal cortex
cancer. Read more
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Recent headlines BiOM

DFG Heisenberg Professorship for FAU Erlangen-Nuremberg — Focus on

brain plasticity

FAU Erlangen-Nuremberg has appointed Prof. Dr.
Ruth Beckervordersandforth to a new Heisenberg
Professorship in Molecular Neuropathology.
Funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG),
her research focuses on the role and diversity of
astrocytes in the plasticity of the adult brain and
aims to develop innovative therapeutic approaches
for neurological diseases.

© FAU/Georg Pohlein

The Friedrich-Alexander University Erlangen-Nuremberg

(FAU) is celebrating a scientific success: The German Research Foundation (DFG) has awarded Prof.
Dr. Ruth Beckervordersandforth, Professor of Molecular Neuropathology, a Heisenberg grant. Over a
period of five years, the funding will enable intensive research into the cellular and molecular
mechanisms involved in order to better understand the role of astrocytes in brain physiology and
pathology, with the ultimate goal of developing new astrocyte-based therapeutic approaches.

The work focuses on the question of how the diversity and dynamics of these special glial cells control
the plasticity of the hippocampus and thus learning and regeneration processes in the adult brain.

Prof. Beckervordersandforth emphasizes that the Heisenberg grant not only marks the end of a long
application process for a professorship, but above all enables her to continue her research and deepen
valuable scientific collaborations at FAU. Read more

Bavaria establishes training and development center for high-quality

Al chips

A development and research center for high-
quality Al chips is being established at

the Technical University of Munich (TUM). The
Munich Advanced-Technology Center for High-
Tech Al Chips (MACHT-AI) will utilize the cutting-
edge technologies of its most important partner:
Taiwanese chip manufacturer TSMC (Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing Co.).

© Pixabay

4

MACHT-AI is being financed by the Bavarian State

Ministries of Economic Affairs and Science, which are jointly investing 4.475 million Euro in the
ambitious research and development project. MACHT-AI at TUM is headed by Professor Hussam
Amrouch.

The center aims to establish cutting-edge solutions for the development of Al chips. At the same time,
it offers the option of involving other universities in Bavaria at a later date. The focus is on training
Bavarian experts in TSMC's cutting-edge technologies and joint research and development of high-
quality Al chips in the CRAFT-AI (Customizable, Reliable, Advanced, Flexible, and Trusted Al Chips)
segment.

According to TU Munich, the goal of the new center is to develop highly efficient Al chips, in addition to
training students and researchers in FinFET (Fin Field Effect Transistor) technology. Read more
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Bavarian start-ups BiOM

VeonGen receives FDA special status for gene therapy against most

common retinal disease

The Planegg-based company VeonGen Therapeutics
has received RMAT (Regenerative Medicine Advanced
Therapy) status from the FDA for its VG801 gene
therapy for Stargardt disease. The therapy targets
ABCA4 mutations and thus the genetic cause of the
disease. The RMAT, Orphan Drug, and Rare Pediatric
Disease designations are intended to accelerate
clinical testing.

— it

© Pixabay

VeonGen Therapeutics, which develops next-generation

gene therapies, has been granted Regenerative Medicine Advanced Therapy (RMAT) status by

the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for VG801, its leading gene therapy for the treatment
of Stargardt disease and other retinal dystrophies associated with ABCA4 mutations.

By delivering a functional, full-length ABCA4 gene, VG801 has the potential to address the
underlying genetic cause of Stargardt disease in all ABCA4 mutations.

RMAT is a designation granted by the FDA for regenerative medicine therapies, including gene
therapies, that are being developed to treat, modify, reverse, or cure serious or life-threatening
conditions.

The RMAT designation enables enhanced collaboration with the FDA, opportunities for streamlined
clinical and industrial development, potential priority review of a Biologics License Application (BLA),
and other avenues for accelerating development and review.

Read more

Vivoryon Therapeutics raises 5.1 million euros through private placement

of new shares

Vivoryon Therapeutics N.V., a clinical stage
company developing small molecule medicines for
inflammatory and fibrotic disorders, with a primary
focus on kidney diseases, has completed a private
placement of new shares to selected investors with
gross proceeds in the amount of EUR 5.1 million.
The proceeds provide financial leeway and
flexibility to pursue a strategic partnership for
varoglutamstat in chronic kidney disease.

© Pixabay

Pursuant to the results of the offering, the company will issue 3,380,500 new ordinary shares at an
offering price of EUR 1.50 per share, amounting to gross proceeds of EUR 5.1 million. The new shares
issued pursuant to the offering represent 12.9% of Vivoryon’s existing issued share capital and will be
issued from the company’s authorized capital under exclusion of the existing shareholders’ pre-emptive
rights. As a consequence, the company’s number of shares outstanding will increase to 29,614,337 and
the company’s share capital will increase from EUR 262,338.37 by EUR 33,805.00 to EUR 296,143.37
on completion of the offering.

Read more
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Bavarian start-ups BiOM

m* Award winner smartbhax secures 4.7 million euros in pre-Series A

financing for novel antibiotic development

Munich-based start-up smartbax, a biotech company
developing next-generation antibiotics, has
successfully completed a pre-Series A financing
round worth EUR 4.7 million. The round was led by
new investors Anobis Asset and Bayern Kapital, with
participation from UnternehmerTUM Funding for
Innovators and existing investors HTGF — High-Tech
Griinderfonds and Boehringer Ingelheim Venture
Fund (BIVF). A second tranche for this financing
round remains open to new investors.

© TUM

With the raised capital, smartbax intends to further develop its proprietary pipeline of novel, low-
molecular antibiotics, which are designed to overcome bacterial resistance with innovative approaches
and novel mechanisms of action, up to the preclinical stage.

At the same time, smartbax is continuing to develop its platform of low-molecular-weight enzyme
activators for bacterial hydrolases. Unlike traditional antibiotics, which inhibit bacterial functions, these
compounds stimulate hydrolase activity, causing the bacteria to digest themselves from within.

This innovative mechanism of action has not yet been used in commercial antibiotics and offers a
promising strategy for overcoming established resistance mechanisms.

Read more

AMSilk secures 52 million euros to accelerate commercial growth of
silk-based biomaterials

AMSilk GmbH, based in Munich-Neuried, a
frontrunner in advanced biomaterials made from
silk-based proteins, announced it has
successfully secured EUR 52 million financing led
by existing investor ATHOS (AT Newtec), along
with strong participation from fellow existing
investors MIG Capital and Novo Holdings. The
financing combines 30 million euros in equity,
and 22 million euros in convertible bonds.

© iStockphoto

The new capital reflects strong investor confidence and long-term commitment in AMSilk’s technology
and market potential. The proceeds will be used to build further commercial traction and support AMSilk’s
next phase of industrial scale-up, enabling the company to meet growing global demand for its silk-based
protein materials.

AMSilk has concluded several multi-year production agreements, establishing a long-term basis for
industrial output and supply reliability. Dedicated production facilities, specifically configured for the
manufacturing of AMSilk’s proprietary silk-based protein materials, have been installed at the
company’s key industrial partners.

AMSilk’s innovative silk-based protein technology creates novel, sustainable biomaterials by
reprogramming microorganisms to produce silk-based proteins which can be processed into a variety of
forms, including powders, hydrogels, fibers, and coatings. Read more
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Bavarian start-ups BiOM

Wiirzburg researchers develop rapid influenza test with start-up

FlareOn Biotech

Researchers from Wiirzburg, Braunschweig, and
Cologne are developing a new diagnostic tool
that allows people to easily detect influenza
infections themselves. This would provide a rapid
test for influenza viruses using chewing gum or
lollipops. This self-diagnostic tool is to be further
developed with the Wiirzburg start-up

FlareOn Biotech.

© Pixabay

Influenza is one of the most dangerous infectious
diseases worldwide, claiming around half a million lives every year. What makes it particularly insidious
is that influenza viruses are contagious even before the first symptoms appear. Despite this threat, the
diagnostic options available to date are often expensive, complicated to use, and unavailable in many
poorer regions of the world.

A team led by pharmacy professor Lorenz Meinel from the University of Wiirzburg, in collaboration with
the universities of Braunschweig and Cologne, has developed a novel self-diagnostic test for influenza.
The new diagnostic tool uses the sensor molecule thymol — a natural substance found in thyme, among
other things — and a virus-specific sugar building block. When the substance comes into contact with the
saliva of infected individuals in the form of chewing gum or a lollipop, it reacts to the flu viruses and
releases the flavoring agent thymol, creating a clearly recognizable taste in the mouth.

Read more

BioEntrepreneur Bootcamp 2026 - Training program for future founders

BioEntrepreneur Bootcamp 2026 .
From science to venture Bio

Validate your business concept with experts

Build a solid business roadmap
Learn about funding, IP, regulations and much more

Pitch at the final Demo Day

Connect with investors, mentors and pharma leaders

-

3 February to 26 March 2026 | 7 Weeks, Tuesday-Thursday | Onsite & online sessions
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MAXxL - MUNICH ACCELERATOR
LIFE SCIENCES & MEDICINE

Perfect conditions for successful pre-seeds & start-ups

® Pre-seed & start-up incubator for life sciences
and medicine of the future

® State-of-the-art laboratory infrastructure,

co-working and community spaces

® Tailored incubation process & training
programs

® Coaching and mentoring from experienced
entrepreneurs and experts

® Partnerships with industry key players and
strategic partners
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Bavarian researchers Bio

Ulrike Protzer honored as Female Doctor of the Year

Prof. Dr. Ulrike Protzer has been awarded the
German Medical Award 2025 in the category
“Female Doctor of the Year.” The prestigious award
recognizes her groundbreaking research on
hepatitis B, the development of innovative
therapeutic approaches, and her dedicated work in
scientific and medical discourse. In 2023, she and
her team won the m* Award, which is endowed with
500,000 euros.

Virologist Ulrike Protzer is Director of the Institute of

Virology at Helmholtz Munich and holds the Chair of Virology at the Technical University of Munich
(TUM). She conducts interdisciplinary research on virus-host interactions with the aim of deepening our
molecular and immunological understanding of virus control.

© Astrid Eckert / TUM

On this basis, she is developing new therapeutic approaches that aim to cure chronic hepatitis B and treat
its secondary diseases. During the COVID-19 pandemic, her expertise made a decisive contribution to
understanding immune protection against SARS-CoV-2, and she was actively involved in providing
scientific advice to the public and policymakers.

Her work is characterized by strong national and international collaborations that enable rapid translation of
scientific findings into clinical application. An outstanding example is TherVacB, a therapeutic vaccine for
the treatment of chronic hepatitis B, which is now being used in initial clinical trials.

Read more

CAR-T cell therapy successful for the first time in severe intestinal disease

A team of physicians at the German Center for
Immunotherapy at Erlangen University Hospital has
succeeded for the first time worldwide in
successfully treating a 21-year-old female patient
with therapy-resistant, severe chronic inflammatory
bowel disease (ulcerative colitis) using cell therapy
with CD19 CAR-T cells.

A 21-year-old patient had been suffering from highly
active ulcerative colitis for five years and was no longer
responding to any of the available medications, including various targeted biologics and JAK inhibitors.

© iStockphoto

After CAR-T cell therapy, the diarrhea and abdominal pain disappeared completely, colonoscopies showed
complete healing of the previously inflamed intestinal mucosa, and body weight rose to a healthy normal
level within a few months. For this cell-based immunotherapy, the patient's own immune cells

(T lymphocytes) are taken from the blood and genetically modified to recognize the surface molecule
CD19. This technology was originally developed for patients with malignant B-cell diseases (lymph node
cancer). Studies have now shown that CAR-T cells can also be effective in certain autoimmune diseases.

Read more
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Bavarian biotech worldwide BiOM

BioV at Nordic Life Science Days in Gothenburg

BioM is delighted to have been part of this year’s Nordic
Life Science Days (NLSDays) in Gothenburg, joining the
German Pavilion alongside four innovative Bavarian
biotech companies: FGK Clinical Research GmbH,
Labor LS SE & Co. KG, Aurigon GmbH, and GBA Group.

Together, we showcased the strength and diversity of
Bavaria’s life science ecosystem and highlighted its
strong international connections. Over two inspiring
days, we engaged in numerous discussions with
representatives from companies, universities, and
European biotech clusters.

The message was clear: collaboration
and exchange are key drivers of
innovation and growth.

This was also demonstrated during
the panel discussion “A Match for
Success — Germany!” in which BioM
participated.

Read more on LinkedIn

© BioM

Bio™ showcases Bavarian biotech in Japan

BioM represented Bavaria’s biotech excellence at the EU-
Japan Biotech & Pharma Partnering Conference in Osaka
and Bl0-Japan 2025 in Yokohama.

The delegation, consisting of Ascenion GmbH, Granzer
Regulatory Consulting & Services, Iris Biotech GmbH, PAN-
Biotech GmbH, IGES Institut GmbH and PATERIS
Patentanwalte PartmbB promoted Bavarian innovation and
met with partners such as Osaka Bio Headquarters and KIIP.

At BIO-Japan, Bio co-hosted the Bavarian Happy Hour with
Bayern International and Invest in Bavaria, connecting with
global biotech players. Highlights included the Biocluster
Summit, a start-up support panel, and attending the lecture
honoring Nobel Laureate Dr. Shimon Sakaguchi -
strengthening the bridge between Europe and Japan in life
sciences.

Read more here or on LinkedIn:
BlO-Japan; EU-Japan Biotech & Pharma Partnering Conference
in Osaka

© BioM
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Bavarian biotech worldwide BiOM

Get started across borders now! 12th Franco-German call for

joint R&D projects

12th Franco-German call for joint research and
development projects: Until December 3, 2025, small
and medium-sized enterprises from Germany and
France, as well as cooperating research institutions
in Germany, can submit applications for funding for
their innovative, market-oriented R&D projects.

© Al generated

What is being funded?
R&D cooperation projects by companies or by companies and research institutions for the development of
innovative products, processes, or technical services with high market potential, without restriction to
specific technologies and industries.

Who is eligible for funding?

Small, medium-sized, and other medium-sized companies in Germany (<500 FTEs) and France (max. 2,000
FTEs); in Germany, non-commercial research institutions acting as cooperation partners of companies (in
accordance with the ZIM guideline) are also eligible.

How is funding provided?

For German applicants, the funding is provided as a non-repayable grant in the form of partial financing
based on eligible costs.

For French companies, various financing models are available from the state investment bank Bpifrance.
Further information on the current call for proposals:

1. ZIM: https://www.zim.de/frankreich (German and English)

2. Bpifrance: https://www.bpifrance.fr/nos-appels-a-projets-concours/appel-a-projets-france-allemagne (French)
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Events BiOM

Bio-Europe 2025
3 - 5 November 2025 | Vienna, Austria

Bio Europe Spring
23 - 25 March 2026 | Lisbon, Portugal

Swiss Biotech Day 2026
4 - 5 May 2026 | Basel, Switzerland

BIO International Convention
22 - 25 June 2026 | San Diego, USA

BCI O ave the date!

Forum for Biotech & LifeScience

30 June - 1 July 2026 | Munich

Please find current event information on our website www.bio-m.org/en/events

Contact

Bio™ Biotech Cluster Development GmbH @ www.bio-m.org

Am Klopferspitz 19a & +49(0) 8989 96 790
82152 Martinsried, Munich, Germany @ info@bio-m.org
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